Upphitun a AKureyri

Allar gotur sidan 1897 hafa Akureyringar buslad i vatni og aeft
sundtokin efst i Gréfargili. Mikid vatn hefur runnio til sjavar sidan
sundadstadan var bara stifla i koldum laek til dagsins i dag pegar
baejarbuaroggestirnjotapjonustuieinnialbestusundlauglandsins
meod heitum pottum, gufubadi, glaesilegum vatnsrennibrautum og
tveimur 25 metra utilaugum.

| raman aldarfjordung undu Akureyringar sattir vid kalda sundpollinn i Grofar-
gilslaaknum sem oft og tioum vard kolmoéraudur i leysingum en pegar kom fram
undir 1920 toku ad heyrast oanagjuraddir. ,Sundpollurinn er venjulega likari
hlandfor en nokkru 60ru,” var skrifad i baejarbladid Dag i agust 1920. Engu ad
siour hafdi ahuginn a sundi farid mjog vaxandi i kaupstadnum og sumario 1921
sottu 71 piltur og 65 stulkur sundnamskeidin hja Larusi Rist og hofou aldrei verid
fleiri. Sumario adur var hafist handa vio ad steypa upp veggi sundlaugarinnar
og var pvi verki lokid vorid 1923 mest i sjalfbodavinnu baejarbua sem toku sér
haka og skéflu i hond. ba var buid ad steypa upp alla fjora veggi laugarinnar og
helluleggja botninn ad vestanverodu.

Loksins voru Akureyringar lausir vio moldarbakkana en vatnid i sundlauginni
var afram kalt og ekki alltaf ykja taert pratt fyrir steypta veggina. Pad vantadi pvi
badi hreint og heitt vatni laugina. Pad var liklega sumarid eda haustid 1925 ad
Oddur Bjornsson prentsmidjustjori fann heitar lindir i Glerargili. Ekki gekk po6
brautarlaust ad fa baejaryfirvold til samstarfs um ad nyta heita vatnio til ad hita
upp sundlaugina i Grofargili og pad var ekki fyrr en sumario 1933 ad leidsla var
logd ofan fra Glera og nidur ad sundpollinum, um 2.700 metra leid.

Snemma i agust 1933 breyttist pollurinn i alvoru laug pegar 22 gradu heitt vatn
fyllti sundprona i fyrsta skiptido. Akureyringar attu ekki til ord ad lysa hrifningu
sinni par sem peir léku sér i silfurtaeru og ylvolgu vatninu ofan ur Glerargili.

Warming-up in Akureyri

Ever since 1897, the inhabitants of Akureyri have been splashing
about in water and practising their swimming skills at the top of the
Grofargil gully. Much has changed from the time when the swimming
facility consisted of the simple damming of a cold stream to the
current environment where townspeople and visitors enjoy some of
Iceland’s most advanced swimming amenities with hot tubs, saunas,
impressive waterslidesandtwo outside pools,eachofthem 25 metres
in length.

Formorethanaquarterofacentury,thepeopleof Akureyrimadedowiththe Grofargil
stream as a swimming pool. During extreme spring thaws the stream often turnec
muddy brown with meltwater and by the year 1920 voices of dissatisfaction had
become louder, as indicated by the following statement in the local paper, Dagur,
in August 1920. ,The so-called swimming pool is really nothing but a cesspool.”
But in spite of primitive conditions, interest in swimming had been growing rapidly
in the town and in summer 1921 71 boys and 65 girls attended swimming courses
organised by the instructor, Larus Rist. During the previous summer the building of
concrete pool walls had begun and this work was completed in spring 1923, mostly
through the voluntary effort of the townspeople who willingly swung shovels and
pickaxes until all four concrete walls of the pool had been completed as well as the
paving of a sizeable part of the bottom.

Finally, the loose earthen banks had been done away with, but the water remained
cold, and not always particularly clean despite the new concrete walls. Warm and
cleanwaterwasnowmosturgently needed. Itwas probablyinthe summerorautumn
of 1925 that Oddur Bjornsson, director of the local printworks, discovered warm
springs in Grofargil gully. But having found the warm water was not enough, the
town council did not readily warm to the idea of piping the water to the swimming
pool. Thus, it was not until summer 1933 that a 2.7 km pipeline was completed from
Glera river, bringing warm water down to the swimming pool. As a result, a proper
swimming facility was created in August 1933 when the pool was filled with water
at the pleasant temperature of 22 degrees Centigrade and the townspeople were
overcome with delight, splashing around in the crystal clear and warm currents
cascading down to the town from Glera gully.

Byggt a Sogu Akureyrar 4. bindi, bls. 229-236, eftir J6n Hjaltason sagnfraeding.
Based on the history of Akureyri Vol. 4, pp. 229-236, by the historian Jon Hjaltason

Texti Text: Jon Hjaltason og Ragnar Holm

Nanari upplysingar / More information

Heitavatnslognin i Glerargili logd arid 1933. Enn ma sja leifar eftir lognina i gilinu.
The hot water pipes in Glerargil gully were installed in 1933. The remains of the pipes are still visible
Mynd/Photo: Ljosmyndastofa Vigfusar Sigurgeirssonar [ Minjasafnid a Akureyri
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Akureyrarsundlaug i Gréfargili arid xxxx. Sundlaugin er a svipudum stad i dag.
Akureyri Swimming Pool in Grofargil in XXXX. The current pool is in a similar location.
Mynd/Photo: Jon & Vigfus [ Minjasafnid a Akureyri
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Breskir hermenn ad pvo sér ur volgu vatni vid Glera um 1940.
British soldiers enjoy the warm waters of Glera river around the year 1940.
Mynd/Photo: Imperial War Museums [ Minjasafnid a Akureyri
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